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Ethiopi 
More on Developments in Aftermath of Coup Attempt 


Foreign Minister Issues Statement 
AB1905 170689 Paris AFP in English 1656 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa, May 19 (AFP)—Ethiopia’s revolt of 
the generals was “swiftly crushed in a couple of hours 
and with minimum bloodshed,” Ethiopian Foreign Min- 
ister Berhanu Bayeh said Friday, describing the events of 
the rebellion. 


He assured diplomats here that the whole country was 
now calm and under the control of the government. 


Explaining events since Tuesday, the minister said “a 
handful of senior officers” tried to stage a coup d'etat 
and seize power. “Their objective was to replace the 
democratically elected popular government with a mili- 
tary junta and reverse the successes of the revolution,” 
he added. 


The revolt had then spread to the Eritrean provincial 
capital Asmera after it had been crushed “at the nentre 
here in Addis Ababa,” he said. 


That attempt too was smashed in the afternoon and late 
afternoon Thursday, he said, though some resistance had 
occurred later. “These too have been given a lesson,” he 
added. 


President Mengistu Haile Mariam late Thursday went 
on television to announce that the rebellion in the north 
had been crushed, his first appearance after he cut short 
a visit to East Germany Wednesday. He began the visit 
Tuesday hours before the coup attempt was launched. 


And national radio reported Friday morning that the 
leader of the rebellion in the north, General Demisie 
Bulto had been killed in the battle. 


Defence Minister General Haile Giorgis Habte Mariam, 
who was killed in the Defence Ministry Tuesday, had 
“courageously confronted the plotters.” He was shot and 
killed by one of the ring-leaders,“ said Mr Berhanu. 


Mr Berhanu revealed for the first time that two MIG 
fighter planes which overflew the capital at the start of 
the revolt Tuesday were in fact flow by military rebels, 
from the Debre Zeit base, 50 kms (31 miles) outside 
Addis Ababa, where diplomats had reported fighting 
Thursday. 


Some officers at the base had been arrested and were 
under investigation, he said, adding that a new com- 
mand had been set up for the Air Force. 


Air Force Commander General Amha Desta was killed 
by Government forces during the coup attempt. 
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He added that some senior o<ficers suspected for their 
roles in the plot had been arrested and were under 
questioning. 


“Those who are cleared of any involvement will auto- 
matically be released and resume their duties. Those who 
are proved to have been involved in the plot will be 
brought to justice”, he said. 


Unrest in Harar, Gonder 
EA1905 173789 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1345 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] In Asmera the Dergue has killed the local (?com- 
manders) of the Armed Forces and police and other 
officers who were out to topple it. The Dergue was 
assisted in this by some officers who have defected from 
the movement and betrayed their colleagues. Before the 
killing of these high-ranking military commanders, there 
was intensive fighting in and around Asmera. 


The outcome of the fighting which erupted yesterday at 
the Debre Zeit Air Force Base between supporters and 
opponents is not yet known. Reports say that the forces 
in Harar and Gonder regions are still opposed to the 


Dergue. 


Since the Dergue forces started their move to overthrow 
the Dergue regime, 10 generals, including both oppo- 
nents and supporters of the Dergue, have been killed. 
Among them were the defense minister, General Haile 
Giorgis Habte Mariam; the chief of staff, Merid Negusie: 
the Air Force commander, General Amha Desta; and the 
commander of the Armed Forces in Eritrea, General 
Demise Bulto. Many colonels and other officers and 
NCO’s have been killed. [words indistinct]. 


In his speech, yesterday, Colonel Mengistu Haile Mar- 
iam acknowledged that there was no solution for the 
economic and social problems which have led the Ethi- 
opians to untold suffering and fighting and which are the 
reason for the revolt. 


Officers Said Arrested 
EA1905 193189 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 89 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] [The Foreign Minister said] 
international air and telephone communications are 
functioning as usual. The people and the revolutionary 
Armed Forces, he said, are solidly behind the party and 
government. The foreign minister pointed out that some 
senior officers had been arrested on suspicion of collab- 
orating with the ringleaders of the coup. They are under 
investigation, he said, and those cleared of any involve- 
ment will be released to resume their duties. 
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Air Force Command To Be Replaced 
EA1905201089 Addis Ababa in French to Neighboring 
Countries 1700 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, the Ethiopian foreign 
minister, said today that the country was calm and that 
the government was in complete control of the situation. 
He was addressing foreign diplomats in Addis Ababa, 3 
days after the coup attempt. 


Comrade Berhanu gave assurances that the government 
was also in control of the situation in Eritrea. The 
Eritrean capital, Asmera, was held by the plotters for a 
while before government forces recaptured it. The min- 
ister said that (?the people) and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces totally supported the party and govern- 
ment. He announced that [word indistinct] airports in 
Addis Ababa and Asmera had been reopened and that 
telephone and telex communications had resumed. 
Comrade Berhanu added that a number of high-ranking 
officers suspected of having collaborated with the plot- 
ters had been arrested. He said that the Air Force 
command structure is being completely replaced. 


Rebellion Said ‘Broad-Based’ 
EA1905200389 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Fritrea in Tigrinya 1405 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] The Dergue regime says that the coup attempt 
carried out this week by a few generals has been crushed. 
Nothing could be more misleading than this statement. 


The movement seeks to overthrow the Dergue and form 
a transitional government made up of all opposition 
forces in Ethiopia. This government would hold power 
until popular rule is established. After a cease-fire it 
would start a peace dialogue. The movement has been 
(?supported) by all except (?a few) Ethiopian forces. The 
Eritrea-based second revolutionary force, which has suf- 
fered most, has been the central pillar of this movement. 
Forces in Harar and Gonder have expressed their sup- 
port for the moveinent, as have Air Force personnel at 
Debre Zeit and Asmera bases. 


Most of the Armed Forces personnel in Addis Ababa 
support the movement. Most top officers are opposed to 
war for the sake of peace and opposed to Colonel 
Mengistu for the sake of democracy. These are people 
who have served the Ethiopian Army, the Dergue, for 
decades, who have been tried and tested, given awards 
for outstanding service, and been repeatedly promoted. 
They were highly trusted, the right hand of the Dergue. 


However, they have realized the effects of war on the 
people and the Army. They know that the (?Dergue) is 
pulling Ethiopia toward complete destruction and that 
the Dergue can never win the war. Aware that the only 
solution to all these problems is peace, they have come 
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out against the government they have loyally served. The 
uprising against the Dergue is broad-based. This is 
proved by the commanders and units who have taken 
part in the movement. 


The Dergue Army ts full of spies. There is one spy from 
the military security force for every commander and 
Army officer. The fact that the Ethiopian forces have 
evaded this spy network, got themselves organized and 
kept one step ahead of the Dergue is evidence that the 
Dergue is isolated from all the institutions it set up itself. 
The Dergue’s allegation about a “few power- hungry 
generals” is exposed by the movement’s objectives, that 
is peace, a transitional government, abolition of the 
Dergue constitution, and democratic and just policy. 


The movement is broad-based because its objectives are 
to halt the Dergue’s war and achieve peace, so that the 
soldiers can come back home and live with families 
which they have not seen for years. Now they have 
joined together to overthrow the Dergue by force. The 
opposition to the Dergue, which was confined to NCO’s 
and low-ranking officers in the recent past, now 
embraces all ranks of the Armed Forces. That is why this 
movement cannot be crushed. 


If we look back into the past, we see that Haile Selassie 
did not kill the forces who opposed him in 1974 [words 
indistinct]. The uprising then took Haile Selassie by 
(?surprise). Today, the Ethiopian forces have shown by 
the steps they took last Tuesday that they have declared 
war on the Dergue. 


Even though the Dergue has managed to face up to the 
(2movement), its days are numbered. The movement of 
the Ethiopian Armed Forces, coupled with the Eritrean 
revolution and the struggle of the Ethiopian people, will 
bury Col Mengistu, just as they did Haile Selassie. There 
is no force now that can close the door of peace, which is 
already wide open. 


Rebels Issue Joint Communique 
EA1905202089 (Clandestine) Voice of the Oromo 
Liberation Army in Oromo 1530 GMT 18 May 89 


[Text] Listeners, today we present the joint communique 
issued by the Oromo Liberation Front [OLF] and the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF] on 15 May 
1989. 


The OLF and the EPLF have a long history of helping 
each other. The leaders of the two fronts have met on 
several occasions for discussions and an exchange of 
ideas. Recently, Politburo members of the two organisa- 
tions held a top-level meeting and discussed relations 
between the two fronts and ways of speeding up their 
respective struggles. They also discussed the political and 
military situation in Ethiopia, as well as the current 
situation in the Horn of Africa and the world as a whole. 
The discussions were held at a time when the struggle of 
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the two peoples has reached a positive stage, when the 
Ethiopian (?military) is losing diplomatic, social, eco- 
nomic, and political credibility both at home and inter- 
nationally. 


Assessing the current military and political situation in 
Ethiopia, both sides affirmed that the speedy downfall of 
the fascist government would benefit the Eritrean and 
Oromo peoples and other oppressed people in the 
empire. It would also create a peaceful atmosphere in the 
region as a whole. 


Finally, the two sides agreed to co-operate in beth political 
and military sectors as their relations grow. The joint 
communique added that both sides had agreed to hold 
regular meetings and exchange ideas on co-operation. 


Long live the Oromo and Eritrean peoples! 
Down with the fascist Government of Ethiopia! 
The EPLF and the OLF. 


Rebellion Defeat Acknowledged 
EA1905210189 (Clandestine) Voice of Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1900 GMT 
19 May 89 


[Text] The rebellion started by the 2d Revolutionary 
Army last (words indistinct) and supported by other 
groups has been defeated and its leaders killed because of 
action taken by one airborne brigade yesterday after- 
noon. 


Curfew Imposed on Asmera 
AB2005085289 Paris AFP in English 0848 GMT 
20 May 89 


[Text] London, May 20 (AFP)}—A curfew has been 
imposed on Asmera, provincial capital of Ethiopia's 
Eritrea Province, and its surroundings, Radio Asmera 
reported Friday [19 May] according to the BBC Moni- 
toring Service. 


The announcement followed a military rebellion in 
Asmera after a coup d’etat bid in Ethiopia on Tuesday 
which the authorities say they have crushed. 


The radio told residents that in order to safeguard their 
peace and security, the curfew was being imposed from 
9.00 pm to 5.00 am and would be in force until further 
notice. “No movement of any kind will be allowed 
during this time,” the radio said. 


Asmera Forces Support Mengistu 
EA1905210789 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1900 GMT 19 May 89 


[Excerpt] Members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
and Police in Eritrea today renewed their readiness to 
shoulder the responsibilities bestowed upon them. They 
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did so in a demonstration held in Asmera in support of 
yesterday's annihilation of the conspirators involved in 
last Tuesday’s attempted coup. [passage omitted] 


Pro-Mengistu Rally Held 20 May 
EA2005175989 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1000 GMT 20 May 89 


[Text] Residents of the Addis Ababa area staged a 
demonstration today to express their joy at the foiling of 
the attempted coup d’etat—-plotted by a few generals this 
week—by the determined struggle of the genuine sons of 
Ethiopia, and to affirm their respect and love to our 
Revolutionary Army. 


The residents expressed their readiness, as always, to 
preserve their unity and independence by holding the 
Ethiopian flag high and chanting various slogans voicing 
their great love for their country, and their indignation. 
The broad masses of the Addis Ababa area reaffirmed, 
with revolutionary spirit, that unity is strength. They 
reaffirmed that the revolution and the unity of our 
homeland, which has been safeguarded through the 
sacrifices and struggle of the sons of Ethiopia, will be 
preserved forever through their sacrifices. 


The residents, waving green, yellow, and red flowers, 
also affirmed that the foiling of the plot by the genuine 
revolutionaries and determined sons of Ethiopia had 
very much pleased all of their compatriots, who are 
envied for their independence, unity and national pride. 
They also expressed their determination to implement 
the directives issued by the party and government, and 
others to be issued, for the safeguarding of the revolu- 
tionary victories. 


During the demonstration, the residents declared their 
admiration for the genuine sons of Ethiopia, who took 
prompt action to foil the plot, which was orchestrated to 
disrupt the peaceful life of the people and return the 
country to the muddle of 15 years ago. 


They also shouted slogans such as: “Our Revolutionary 
Forces Are Our Pride,” “Let Everyone Stand To Safe- 
guard the Homeland,” ““We Will Safeguard Our Revolu- 
tion From All That is Evil,” and the like, and affirmed 
their readiness to crush any plot aimed at destroying the 
country’s unity. They took this opportunity to renew 
their commitments to protecting their residential and 
work places from antiunity and antirevolution forces 
and to enhancing productivity more than ever before. 


In his speech to those residents of Addis Ababa who 
came out to rally behind the government in support of 
the foiling of the attempted coup, Comrade President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam said the crushing of the 
attempted coup, which was initiated by a few generals 
and aimed at giving away the country’s dignity and unity 
to enemies, shows the strength of our forces, especially in 
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terms of their unity of purpose, and it is a confirmation 
and clear evidence of the high level our people have 
reached in their political consciousness. 


He went on to affirm that our confidence has always 
been in our people and that this confidence will never 
waver in the future, even a little. [passage indistinct] 


Mengistu Addresses Crowd 
EA2105060989 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1726 GMT 20 May 89 


{Speech by President Mengistu Haile Mariam on 20 May 
in Addis Ababa at support rally after attempted coup 
d’etat—recorded] 


[Text] Comrades, since they think our spirits have been 
lowered by their reactionary plots and propaganda, I will 
take you back, for a moment, to our customary slogans. 
One socialist homeland or death. One socialist homeland 
or death. One socialist homeland or death. Only the 
people of Ethiopia will decide Ethiopia’s destiny and 
direction through history. Only the people of Ethiopia. 
Only the people of Ethiopia. The conscious and orga- 
nized people of Ethiopia and their revolutionary forces 
will win. [applause] 


Dear compatriots, honored ambassadors and guests, one 
of the characteristics that differentiates the people of 
Ethiopia is that whenever they are faced with a difficult 
situation they rally with speed and achieve victory, as 
well as additional prestige. We feel genuinely proud to be 
the sons of and to serve the people who have an eternal 
history of heroism. The fact that the recent coup attempt 
by a few treacherous generals who plotted to betray our 
national unity and dignity to the enemy was swiftly 
foiled is clear proof of our Armed Forces’ dedication to 
their cause as well as to the level of consciousness and 
political maturity of our people. Our confidence has 
always been with the broad masses. Today and in the 
future we will not waver one inch from this stand. 


[applause] 


Based on this confidence, I did not have the slightest 
doubt as to whether our revolutionary forces would rally 
to the traitors and make themselves responsible to gen- 
erations and to history. [applause] No, people, no one 
who struggles, no one who believes in the popular cause, 
has a different stand from this one. The basic weakness 
of the plotting generals, who betrayed their trust, 
stemmed from this. Their downfall stemmed from their 


failure to accept that a conscious and « ‘zed people 
will be decisive in history. 
On the other hand, it is with deepemot _ .u.at I express 


my feelings of pride at the decisive stand taken by our 
revolutionary forces to desiroy the plotters’ mutiny—in 
line with our confidencc—and at the cooperation of all 
the people of Ethiop:a and the support they gave to save 
our country from chaos. 
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Dear genuine sons of Ethiopia, our current national 
identity is an undeniable result of historical develop- 
ment and not one that c2a be labeled by whoever wishes 
to do so. The great tasks that have been accomplished 
during the past year of revolution, in addition to our 
centuries-old history, reflect even more our current iden- 
tity. What objectives did the revolution have at its 
inception? Though it might not be necessary to go into 
detail here, there is no alternative to analyzing the past in 
order to gain a correct understanding of the present and 
the future. 


Since its inception, a basic issue given priority by our 
revolution was to make the broad masses aware, to 
organize them and to make them stand up in their own 
interest. Accordingly, rural land, urban land, extra 
houses, and large economic institutions were made the 
property of the people through historic steps taken to 
enable the people to own the national wealth. Extensive 
efforts have been made to expand various services and, 
in particular, to broaden education, basic health, and 
transport and communications services. Furthermore, 
clear measures have been taken to ensure equality 
between religions, nationalities, and the sexes, as well as 
other citizens’ rights. In addition to the various steps 
taken during the revolution to ensure the rights, free- 
doms, and interests of the broad masses, it has been 
possible to defend the country’s unity and sovereignty 
from extreme dangers. 


In general, we have been able to consolidate a party 
leadership true to the objectives of the workers, a Con- 
stitution prepared through the participation of the peo- 
ple, and the administration of a People’s Republic. 


Over the years of our revolution, numerous radical 
measures have been taken to eradicate the backward 
feudal system and to replace it with the foundations of a 
people’s democratic system. Major tasks have been 
embarked upon to eradicate extremely complex obsta- 
cles to development and to create conditions conducive 
to development. Through these extensive efforts we have 
reached a stage where we are able to say with pride that 
we have laid the foundations for a popular system. We 
are proud of the conditions that we have created that are 
conducive to social development. We regret, however, 
that we have not been lucky enough to alleviate our 
social problems to the extent that we wished and that our 
people’s lives are not yet visibly improved. This is clear 
to all. Even so, this can be solved through development 


and struggle. 


The reason for the lack of sufficient improvement in the 
lives of our people is not due to a lack of will. It is 
because of the very large numbers of extremely difficult 
obstacles we have had to overcome. A great deal of 
attention and sacrifice has been required to deflect the 
destabilization attempts carried out against us by those 
who have no consideration for the people, other than 
their own interests, and who threaten peace and national 
security. There have also been foreign invasions by those 
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powers who have no consideration for the people of 
developing nations but seek only the gratification of 
their self-interest on an international level. A high price 
has had to be paid to assist our people, who have been 
affected by adverse climatic conditions and in particular 
by the repeated drought. 


Our inability to promote development and to alleviate 
problems, because of our backward work culture, though 
we have the means and the ability, plus our inability to 
achieve self-sufficiency in food, though we have fertile 
soil and sufficient water, are some of the facets of our 
development problem. The tangible situation we have 
faced is (?the one) I stated earlier. There has not been a 
single time when we have refrained from taking steps 
conducive to accelerating our development. 


Suitable conditions have been created to facilitate the 
implementation of the resolutions passed by our party's 
last, ninth, regular Central Committee session. These con- 
ditions will help improve the efficiency and productivity 
of government, cooperative, and private holdings. The 
problem is not that one sphere of the economy blocks the 
other. It stems from the lack of productivity in all devel- 
opment sectors. Hence, the plan of action established at 
our party Central Committee is expected to place pressure 
on all development sectors. In the political arena, efforts 
are being made to enable the people, throughout the 
country, to administer themselves democratically. The 
efforts to peacefully solve the problems in the northern 
part of our country, which has been the cause of the lack of 


peace and unity, are continuing vigorously. 


Dear compatriots, even though different factions see our 
situation in the light of their own interests, we are in the 
process of establishing a system on firm ground and 
advancing the development process. This is the fact. 
Nevertheless, our enemies and those who have sided 
with them have not presented this fact correctly. Instead 
they have been trying to agitate and confuse people by 
asking them why they have not received what they 
wanted immediately. They deride us and despise our 
major positive achievements. 


After this extensive psychological war they thought that 
the conditions were favorable and this week they carried 
out an attempted coup through their agents. To imple- 
ment this attempted coup, the ringleaders, the traitor 
generals, concentrated on two issues. The first was an 
empty promise to the broad masses that they would 
bring about everything that they wanted, and the second 
was that the reason they were not getting what they 
wanted was Mengistu Haile Mariam; therefore, we get 
rid of him or, we have gotten rid of him. 


Even though the traitor generals were announcing what 
they thought they could offer, it was clear that they could 
not fulfill these empty promises. The acts of these people 
were very clearly known, particularly to the Armed 
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Forces. Even though the country has taken great care— 
and to the best of its ability—to serve its people, it has 
become clear even to the broad masses that their expec- 
tations have not been met. 


Al a time when the people are properly deploying their 
children to support the efforts to preserve the country’s 
unity, and are doing everything they can to sup yly arms 
and supplies to the combatant forces who are fighting 
heroically, why is it that unexpected and very wornsome 
problems are cropping up? This is the question for many 
of the broad masses. 


i think the answer is very clear now. According to the 
objective reality of the country, the responsibility for 
leading the forces at every level was given to the generals, 
whose identity is now clear. Why could these individuals 
not have the love for their country and people. at least to 
enable the forces under their command, who are sacri- 
ficing their lives for their country and compatriots, to 
win victory, instead of being materialistic and power- 
hungry? 


Members of the Armed Forces who are frustrated when 
victory slips from their hands, especially at certain 
engagements, without any satisfactory reason, have 
asked, when the [word indistinct] leader has been per- 
sonally present in northern Ethiopia: Comrade Presi- 
dent, do our commanders believe in this war? Is it really 
necessary for us to achieve victory? This was a great and 
timely question. I think the uncovering of the agreement 
by treacherous and shameless generals, with anti-Ethi- 
opia forces, to betray the noble objective of preserving 
the unity of the homeland—which was secured with the 
blood and lives of the dear sons of the broad masses of 
Ethiopia—is an answer to the questions which have been 
tormenting the broad masses of Ethiopia. 


Nevertheless, problems and conflicts cannot be solved 
haphazardly. The great sacrifice which we have made is 
an objective reality which we remember with great pain. 
Even though the generals tried to quench their thirst for 
power with the blood of the sons of the broad masses and 
have tried to portray me as the enemy of rny compatri- 
ots, in the light of their general acts, did thy really hate 
me alone or the popular system which did not allow them 
to carry out their desires, the system which the working 
people have stood for? | will leave the judgment to the 
broad masses. 


Dear compatriots, the generals who have betrayed the 
objectives which they have stood for have now fallen 
into the hands of the broad masses after falling into a pit 
which they dug for themselves. [applause] Their attempt 
to destabilize the popular system, which was established 
through many sacrifices, has not only been foiled, but 
has exposed their identity. From this situation we can 
learn a lesson for our future development process and 
thus conduct it in a better way. Even though a few 
conspirators try to perpetrate destruction, they will 


the people. [applause] 


doubt thai we will achieve our objectives. [applause] 


It is the Ethiopian people who will decide Ethiopia's 
destiny and the development path of the people. This 
must be recognized by enemies and friends alike. In this 
respect, our organized and aware people and the highly- 
regarded revolutionary forces have castrated this danger- 
ous conspiracy. There will never be different circum- 
stances in this respect. Thank you. 


3 Generals Released 
EA2005 193189 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1716 GMT 20 May 89 


[Text] We have news that we have just received. Of those 
arrested in relation to the recent coup plot, three generals 
were released this evening after the government decided 
that they were free from blame. 


They are: (1) Brigadier General Gesese Fida, general 
manager of development and depots in the ministry of 
defense; (2) Brigadier General Habte Mikael Biru, dep- 
uty auditor-general in the Ministry of Defense; (3) Brig- 
adier General Admasu Gebre Hana, deputy head of the 
Organizational department in the Miaistry of defense 


POWs Regret Coup Failure 
EA2005215589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Amharic 0630 GMT 20 May 89 


[Text] Ethiopian POW's currently in the hands of the 

Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF] have sent a 

message to the Ethiopian Army and the people in general 

in connection with the steps taken during the week to 

overthrow the Derguc. 

In the message they sent, the war prisoners expressed full 
launched 


support to the movement last Tuesday [16 
May], which they said they had been following with keen 
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interest and eagerness. They said that the movement was 
a torch of hope for the creation of a situation whereby 
they would be united with their families. 


The POWs expressed their profound regret at the foiling 
of the opposition movement. They ncted that the move- 
ment had been temporarily weakened, but was not 
completely doomed, and they called on the Ethiopian 
Army to consolidate its unity and strengthen its anti- 
Dergue struggle. 


Tanzania 


EA2005 170089 Dar es Saiaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 0345 GMT 20 May 89 


{“Press Review” item] 

[Text] The DAILY NEWS carries 2 report on a4 Soviet 
aircraft which was nearly hijacked and landed at the 
international airport in Dar es Salaam. The 
which appears under the headline “Hijackers of Aeroflot 
Airliner Wanted to Divert the Flight to Johannesburg,” 
Says more than two people including a South African 
Boer are being held by police in connection with 
attempting to hijack an Aerofloi airliner. One of the 
hijackers, who had been shot in the chest, was rushed to 
Muhimbili Hospital by helicopter. Reports say the 
hijackers intended to take the aircraft to South Africa. 


UHURU carries the same report under the headline 
“Aeroflot Airliner Flies Out” and says the Aeroflot 
Airliner, which had nearly been hijacked and later 
landed at the Par es Salaam International Airport on 


aircraft to continue their journey. The Ilyushin aircraft 
was on a scheduled flight from Luanda, Angola, to 
Moscow USSR. The aircraft landed at Dar es Salaam 
airport at 1500 [local time] to allow two people who had 
been injured during the struggle between the hijackers 
and security officials to disembark. 


RSA Paper on Hijackers 
MB2105092089 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 21 May 89 p 1 


(“Riddle of the ANC Hijack Attempt] 


[Text] Bizarre details of an alleged bid by either South 
African agents or African Agents or African National 
Congress dissidents to hijack a plane-load of ANC mem- 
bers over central Africa have emerged. 


One Lusaka source claimed the hijack was attempted by 
two men—reported to be South African agents whose 
cover had been blown and who were being taken under 
guard by the ANC to Tanzania. 
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South African security sources suggest, however, that the 
hijack attempt might have been the work of ANC dissi- 
dents wanting to return home to take advantage of an 
amnesty offer. 


The drama began on a scheduled Aeroflot flight from 
Luanda to Dar-es-Salaam on 18 May. 


Unconfirmed repor’< say that shortly after take-off from 
Luanda’s international airport a man, described as a 
white Afrikaner, waved a hand-grenade and told passen- 
gers not to panic. 


The hijacker encountered the pilot, who was taking a 
routine walk around the aircraft, and told him he wanted 
to go to the cockpit. 


He told the captain if he did not fly the plane to 
Johannesburg he would pull the pin from the grenade. 


The captain then started to walk to the cockpit followed 
by the hijacker. A Soviet security guard then opened fire 
and shot the hijacker in the chest. 
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Eyewitnesses at Dar-es-Salaam said a white man bleed- 
ing profusely from his chest was offloaded on a stretcher 
and flown by military helicopter to Muhimbili Medical 
Centre. 


Another man, who was black, was taken away under 
military guard. 

The ANC and Tanzanian authorities attempted to play 
down the iacident. 

One ANC source said the trouble began after an argu- 


ment among the passengers, while another insisted the 
Organisation was not involved. 


The Tanzanian Minister of Transport, Mr Stephen 
Kibona, described the incident as merely a “scuffle”. 
The incident comes amid indications of considerable 
tension within the ANC. 

In terms of the recent peace agreements, ANC bases in 


Angola are being relocated to Tanzania, thus causing 
much demoralisation among members. 
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It had also to be noted through a recent speech by the 
[By Tony Stirling] chairman of the Frontline states, Zambia's President 


[Text] The African National Congress (ANC) is being 
forced to change its strategy in South Africa because of 
the removal of the bulk of its members from Southern 
Africa. It has been confirmed this week by the ANC thai 
1,500 of its estimated 2,500 members in Zambia have 
been moved to new bases, mainly in Uganda. 


In terms of the peace ts between South Africa, 
Angola and Cuba all ANC bases in Angola are to be 
dismantied and the ANC members sent to new camps. 


Current information indicates that these camps are sit- 
uated in Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Ghana 
and Libya. 


According to South African intelligence the stress that 
has been created by these removals is evidenced by five 
recent shootings involving ANC members in Lusaka, a 
reported rebellion against the moves in Angola and 
yesterday's reported attempt hijack of a Russian Aeroflot 
flight in Tanzania. 


Because of the movement of large numbers of ANC 
members to bases thousands of kilometres north of the 
South African border, the ANC was having to rethink its 
strategy in relation to South Africa. 


It was expected that, because of logistical and other 
problems as a result of the relocation of forces, the 
Organisation would decentralise and attempt to work 
through political/military councils inside South Africa. 


This would represent a complete change of structures 
through which the ANC has operated in South Africa. 


Until now, the ANC has operated via a centralised 
political/military council based in Lusaka, which 
extended orders to regional political military committees 
[PMC] operating in neighbouring states such as 
Botswana and Zambia—.wo which had been particularly 
active recently. 


The plan to establish PMCs inside South Africa was 
mooted dy the ANC chief of intelligence Ronnie Kasrils 
in February last year, and arose because of the admitted 
failure of the ANC to initiate a so-called “people's war™ 
in South Africa. 


Intelligence sources said many were forcing the ANC to 
adopt a new strategy. 


These include logistical problems created by the shifting 
north of the bulk of its members. 


Kenneth Kaunda, that there is a new urgency for a 
negotiated settlement of the South African problem. 


The Soviet Union had also indicated a change of attitude 
towards supplying of arms and favouring negotiations on 
a realistic basis that would favour the retention of 
capitalism in South Africa for a long time to come. 


Because of the Ai’C’s change in strategy it could ve 
expected that in the shori term, the ANC would attempt to 
infiltrate greater numbers of terrorists than it had in the 
past in an effort to create the proposed new structures. 


It was, however, pointed cut that the ANC had never 
succeeded in creating any permanent structures in South 
Africa, even at the area or cell level in the past. 


It was coasequently doubtful that the ANC had any 
ability io create structures inside South Africa at a more 
sophisticated level as envisaged. 


In terms of the ANC strategy it could be expected that 
the organisation would attempt to expand its interests at 
the political and propaganda levels—but there was no 
sign that it would in any way abandon its campaign of 
terrorism and violence. 


Dispute Over Lifting State of Noted 
MB1905 111689 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
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[By Mike Robertson] 


[Text] Cape Town—President P.W. Botha is said to 
want to lift the state of emergency but the security forces 
are insisting it be reimposed. 


Government sources said Botha was in favour of allow- 
ing the emergency to lapse when it expired on June 9, 
because he wanted to end his career on thar positive 
note. 


If he does so, it will be against the advice of the security 
establishment. Security sources said reform could not be 
carried out without the emergency and that it would be 
irresponsible to lift it before the September 6 elections. 
However, they were prepared to advise the President 
that some of the media restrictions imposed in terms of 
the emergency could be done away with. 


Statements by Information Minister Stoffel van der 
Merwe that government was idering whether it 
would be advisable to lift the emergency specu- 
lation yesterday that it could be allowed to lapse. 


FBIS-Ai R-89-097 
22 May 1969 


Van der Merwe said: “The state of emergency runs out 
early next month so government is in the process of 
considering whether it is advisable or justified to lift or 
reimpose it. The process of consideration is under way 
and I can not pre-empt that.” 


However, security sources believed it would be irrespon- 
sible to lift the emergency now. The number of unrest 
incidents was higher in the past year than in previous 
years. There was also an increase in unrest incidents 
before the nunicipal elections last year. 


According to their intelligence reports, the revolutionary 
climate had not abated sufficiently to allow the emer- 
gency to be lifted. 


They based their assessmen: of that climate on: 


—The degree of support for revolutionary aims within 
er 

—The conduct and attitude of people. 

the elections on September 6 could be used by the ANC 

aS an issue °O organise around. 


They said tne situation was potentially volatile and that 
the lifting of the emergency before the election could lead 


Without the en:ergency, security forces would lose all 
ee 
A 


A security source said: “It would be unwise to gamble 


now. If we really hope to get negotiations off the ground 
without the 


Secunty sources also reyected the idea of imposing only a 
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NP ‘Afraid to Pass’ Petty Apartheid Bill 
MB2105094589 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
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[By Political Correspondent David Brewer] 


Trearnicht Claisas Pewer-Sharing Overpowered NP 
MB1905 102589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
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The division of Western Europe into an independent 
nation-state and the formation of Israel in the midst of 
Arab territory had been partitioned on the basis of the 


dividing-up of territory. 


The formation of the TBVC [Transkei, Bophuthatswana, 
Venda, Ciskei] states had been partitioned. 


In 1987 the NP election manifesto had included a 


proposal that black areas in the four large metropolitan 
areas of SA become autonomous and even be given 


independence. This brought the NP very close to the 
CP's policy of partition. Was it still NP policy? 


The reason the NP had suggested this was that :! did not 
ws @ Se Gane 2 Se sae & 2 ee 
political system, and with this the CP 

however, it see>d that the NP had thrown in th’ >< 


The CP would work towards ensuring, develo. ©. and 
protecting white living space alongside that « , 
groups. It believed this was not only a right, Bul a uuiy. 


The CP, like other parties, accepted the economic inter- 


A southern African economic community was desirable, 
but each country should remain what it already was—an 
independent state cooperating with South Africa. 

He said the CP was not obsessed with regulations and 
little signs, but laws and law and order were necessary for 
a healthy society. 


The CP was maintaining the mght of Boksburg’: whites 
to live out their lives as a community. 


If there were people who had become allergic to apart- 
heid, the CP had also become allergic to the anti- 
apartheid wails. 


Such people were agitating not only for equal nights and 
fair treatment, but against the right to an own living- 
space and cultural identity. 


but themselves, yet the President 


That should be to President Bush that 


But even if he meets President Bush, why should he be 
back in the queuc, so tc speak, when the Nationalists are 
the country's legitimare government? 
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As for a Black leader like Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
who heads the biggest and most powerful black tribe, the 
Zulus, we see no mention of him at all on the Bush 
visitors’ list. 


The trouble, of course, is that the Americans want to 
project their own racial inadequacies on to Sout. Africa, 
American diplomats in South Africa back the radical 
cause and are totally biased in their assessment of the 
situation here, and the U.S. State Department has the 
mistaken belief that it has only to say often enough there 
must be black majority rule and the whole South African 
system will collapse. 


President Bush still opposes increased sanctions, but he 
is going to be more involved in South African affairs 
than President Reagan was. 


People who think that a visit to the United States by Mr 
de Klerk signals an easing in Washington’s relationships 
with South Africa are badly mistaken. 


The White House senses the situation here is more fluid. 


It will try to exploit the more verlig [enlightened] 
approach of Mr De Klerk, while opening the door to the 
black radicals and backing their cause. 


In this situation, there is far greater danger than if there 
was a President totally against us. 


Our advice to Mr de Klerk is: Beware. Danger lurks in 
this (President) Bush. 


Hendrickse Criticizes Overseas Sanctions Promoters 
MB1905063889 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] At a public meeting in Port Elizabeth, the leader 
of the Labor Party, the Reverend Allan Hendrickse, has 
lashed out at South Africans who propagate sanctions 
against South Africa while they’re abroad. Me Hen- 
drickse referred, in particular, to Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and Dr Alan Boesak and criticized them because 
they called for punitive measures against South Africa 
and, in so doing, worsened the lot of the lesser privileged 
communities. Mr Hendrickse said that support for sanc- 
tions was tantamount to support for violence. He 
emphasized that the problems in South Africa could be 
solved only by negotiation. 


Referring to the opening of certain beaches in Port 
Elizabeth to all races, Mr Hendrickse said that this had 
beein achieved by negotiation. He added that the govern- 
ment’s willingness to share was encouraging. 
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De Beer Says Forced Domination ‘Order of Day’ 
MB1905 104889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1021 GMT 19 May 89 


[Text] Parliament May 19 SAPA—The government had 
been talking reform for 10 years now and there was still 
no end in sight while domination by force remained the 
order of the day, the parliamentary leader of the Demo- 
cratic Party, Dr Zach de Beer, said today. 


Speaking in second reading debate on the budget, he said 
South Africa had never been able to afford apartheid, but 
that it was becoming increasingly clear to white voters 
too that the point was being reaciied where the white 
man was going to be worse off with the system than 
without it. 


The minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, who 
had spoken just before him, had made it clear the NP 
was going into the election campaign with its proven 
recipe designed to send cold shivers down the spines of 
voters with security scare stories to make them vote for 
the government. 


Whatever the statistics of unrest violence and terrorism 
showed, one fact, which had never been denied by the 
NP, was that the African National Congress was an 
Organisation which a “very significant portion of the 
population sees as its leaders.” 


The government’s actions in continuing to violently 
suppress opposition from this section of the population 
made it clear the government did not care what ANC 
supporters thought. 


Dr de Beer said the Democratic Party was not ignoring 
the aspiration of these people. 


It was clear from Mr Vlok’s speech that the government 
was determined to stay in power for as long as possible 
by suppressing its opponents. 


Citing the increasing inflation rate, high unemployment, 
negative growth rate per capita, high interest rates and 
the parlous balance of payments situation in South 
Africa, among other negative economic factors, Dr de 
Beer said: “Something is rotten in the state of our 
country.” 


Many things had to be done if South Africa was to be 
restored to economic health, but two stood out. 


Government expenditure had to be reduced and the 
growth rate had to increase. 


When faced with these demands, the minister of finance, 
Mr Barend du Plessis, always replied he was doing his 
best but that he was hampered by circumstances over 
which he had no control. 
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This tended to arouse sympathy until it was released that 
it was the government’s policies that were keeping its 
expenditure so high and the growth rate so low. 


South Africa simply could not afford the system of 
apartheid, with its multiplicity of government structures 
for different races. 


It was apartheid that was the continuing cause of internal 
strife and if the government wanted to resolve this, it 
should accede to the requests of so many South Africans 
that political prisoners should be freed and negotiations 
with representative leaders should be started. 


“Let the government prove it wants to get rid of domi- 
nation ... in this way it can restore internal peace.” 


Dr de Beer said the recipe for better international relations 
was exactly the same. 


Finance Minister Reports Foreign Debt Decreases 
MB2005075789 Johaanesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 20 May 89 


[Text] South Africa’s foreign debt decreased in real terms 
from $24 billion in September 1985 to $18.5 billion last 
year. This was stated by the minister of finance, Mr 
Barend du Plessis, during the second reading debate of 
the Appropriation Bill. 


Speaking at the end of the debate, Mr de Plessis said that, 
on this basis, the debt caught within net of the standstill 
agreement had decreased from $14 billion to $8.2 billion 
by the end of last year. This has enabled South Africa to 
repay about $2 billion within the net during this period. 


Mr de Plessis said the main reason for the decrease in 
confined debt had been the success of the so-called 
rescheduling of short-term debt within the net to long- 
term outside the net repayable over 10 years. He said 
many foreign creditors had used this option and that, by 
the end of March 1989, the Reserve Bank had approved 
so-called changeovers for a total of $3.6 billion. 


The highest repayment in a single year had been $700 
million. Mr du Plessis said the sacrifices by South 
Africans to maintain the country’s international credit 
worthiness had been worthwhile, but he cautioned that 
South Africa would have to continue to follow a very 
careful economic policy before it recovered. 


COSATU Disinvestment Policy ‘Confusing’ 
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[From the “Business Times” Section] 


[Text] The call by the National Union of Metalworkers 
{NUMSA] on UK multinational BTR [expansion 
unknown] to stay in SA together with the latest Gallup 
poll will have a direct effect on union attitudes to 
disinvestment. 
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A survey commissioned by the Chamber of Mines and 
conducted by the Gallup organisation and Markinor 
found that an overwhelming majority of South Africans 
are opposed to sanctions and disinvestment. 


The survey canvassed 2,192 South Africans—1,400 of 
them black. The main findings were that both blacks 
(85r) and whites (89r) rejected disinvestment. 


The possibility that sanctions and disinvestment would 
lead to higher unemployment was the reason most fre- 
quently given for thinking that their implementation was 
bad. 


It is generally acknowledged that the disinvestment 
process has gone wrong, and the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions [COSATU] is desperately trying 
to wriggle out of a difficult position. 


It has become increasingly clear to trade unionists that 
disinvestment has hurt more often than it has helped and 
done little more than enrich SA corporations. 


In addition, it has meant the loss of about R100-million 
in social responsibility funds from U.S. companies 
because the number of Sullivan signatories has dwindled 
from 183 to 70, and an estimated loss of between 8,000 
and 10,000 jobs. 


A look at COSATU’s policy on disinvestment is more 
confusing than helpful. The policy was originally 
adopted in 1985, and then rehashed in June 1987 at the 
second COSATU conference. 


The policy is confusing mainly because it tries to incor- 
porate two different lines of thinking in the union—the 
worker approach which takes into account the possible 
ill-effects of disinvestment and the populist argument 
that it is a necessary step to fight apartheid. 


Therefore, COSATU supports disinvestment, but it 
must be mandatory, affected unions must be informed 
when a company quits and certain conditions protecting 
workers’ rights must be adhered to. 


The general conditions include: 


—Consultation and negotiation with unions and union 
federations, or with workers where there is no union. 


—Adequate provision for workers in the form of 
severance pay, social security, pension-provident 
and trust funds where there is full disinvestment, 
and guaranteed conditions of employment, con- 
tinued recognition of the union and consultation 
about changes in shareholding in cases of partial 
disinvestment. 


—-A public statement should be issued on disinvestment. 
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— The social wealth embodied in the SA company— 
assets or proceeds of sale—must remain the property of 
the people as plant, profits or a fund. 


Unfortunately for trade unions, many muliinationals 
have ignored these conditions, and have seldom 
informed workers of the intended disinvestment. 


This week’s strike by Mobil Oil workers in the Transvaal 
is a prime example of this trend. Workers involved 
belong to the Chemical Workers Industrial Union 
(CWIU). A CWIU statement said workers stopped work 
in protest against Mobil’s failure to honour its commit- 
ment <o negotiate with them when disinvestment 
became an issue. 


A spokesman says: “Workers believe that the company 
deliberately lied to them about its intentions. They 
demanded that genuine negotiations on the CWIU pro- 
posals submitted as long ago as 1987 take place and that 
agreement be reached prior to Mobil’s final pull-out.” 


A similar theme was repeated when corporations such as 
General Motors, Mono Pumps and Sterling Drug left SA. 
Bitter, drawn-out strikes followed. 


Into this scenario comes the NUMSA request to BTR 
not to disinvest, but to use its influence to bring about 
change at its SA subsidiary, BTR-Dunlop. 


Two NUMSA members, Bongani Mkbhungu and 
Dumisane Mbanjwa, went to London this week to try to 
sort out a protracted labour dispute at BTR-Dunlop’s 
Sarmcol plant in Natal. 


NUMSA, however, says it has noi changed its official 
COSATU stance on disinvestment, and is investigating 
the statement made by the two NUMSA members. IT 
claims the statement was deliberately misinterpreted by 
the media. 


In similar vein, COSATU secretary-general Jay Naidoo 
says neither the Gallup poll nor the call on BTR changes 
the COSATU attitude to disinvestment. It also does not 
signal the beginning of the end of union calls for multi- 
nationals to leave SA. Lawrence Schlemmer, an author- 
ity on the subject, says the challenge facing unions is how 
to achieve the abolition of apartheid without hurting too 
many workers. 


Metalworkers Union Concludes National Congress 
MB2205071089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
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[Text] Johannesburg May 22 SAPA—The National 
Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) has 
committed itself to the unifying of the working class in 
its struggle for a socialist South Africa. 
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This was said by Mr Moses Mayekiso, general secretary 
of NUMSA, in Johannesburg yesterday at the end of the 
second national congress of the organisation. He said the 
socialism envisaged was not an East Bloc or other role 
model for socialism. NUMSA was, however, committed 
to the Freedom Charter, not as an absolute, but as a 
starting point “towards maximum democracy,” he said. 


Mr Mayekiso said that speakers had emphasised the 
need to resist a concerted attack by the state and capi- 
talism on the trade union movement. 


Other resolutions included a decision that NUMSA was 
“strongly opposed” to any negotiations with the Nation- 
alist government before basic conditions of political 
freedom were established. It was also decided to take 
various actions regarding violence of vigilantes and 
violence during strikes. 


On the political front, it was decided there was a need to 
rebuild community structures and to rebuild the mass 
democratic movement’s strength in a more centralised 
form than at present. 


Mr Daniel Dube, a shop steward at SKF [expansion 
unknown] in Uitenhage, was elected president; Mr Max- 
well Xulu first vice president; and Mr Percy Thoma 
second vice president. 


Feasibility Study for New National Paper Launched 
MB1905112489 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
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[By Bruce Anderson] 


[Text] A feasibility study for a new national daily news- 
paper along the lines of THE INDEPENDENT in Brit- 
ain is being conducted by Leadership Publications chair- 
man Hugh Murray. 


Murray was responding to inquiries by BUSINESS DAY 
yesterday after rumours about a new national daily had 
been circulating in publishing circles for some weeks. 


“I am talking to possible investors and advisers to see 
whether the numbers stack up. If the numbers do add up 
and the philosophy is well conceived and well directed, 
then I think it can work,” said Murray. “It would have to 
be a non-aligned paper based in Johannesburg and 
servicing other metropolitan areas in SA. It would be a 
morning paper aimed at the upper end of the market.” 


Murray said that, if the paper was published, he hoped it 
would reflect the reality of change at all levels in SA. 


He felt that, above all, the paper should offer the best 
foreign coverage available. Foreign coverage, said Mur- 
ray, was a weak spot in most local newspapers because of 
the rocketing costs of gathering overseas news. 


Murray said he was approaching the venture cautiously. 
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“Major newspaper groups like Times Media Limited 
(TML) have very deep pockets and I would not go into it 
2 ee es ee eee 


“I would hope for an initial national circulation of about 
50,000, with that figures rising to 100,000 at the most.” 


Murray said it would be premature to give even a rough 
indication of when the newspaper might be launched. 


‘Pronegotiation’ Leaders Reject Blacks on Council 
MB2005090189 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
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[By Political Reporter Esmare van der Merwe] 


[Text] The Government's hopes of involving black lead- 
ers in the President’s Council (PC) were shattered this 
week when four moderate “pro-negotiation” leaders 
gave the proposals an unequivocal thumbs down. 


Transvaal MEC [expansion unknown] Mr John Mavuso, 
National Forum (NF) leader Mr Phillip Nhlapo, United 
Municipalities of South Africa (UMSA) leader Mr Tom 
Boya and Kwazulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi told the SATURDAY STAR that they would 
not be co-opted into a non-negotiated Government body 
which was unrepresentative of all South Africans. 


The PC recently recommended in a report that blacks 
should be eligible for appointment to the PC and that the 
necessary changes should be made to the 1983 Constitu- 


tion. 
While the “mass democratic movement” of anti-apartheid 
organisations rejected the proposals, the reac- 


predictably 
tion of Mr Mavuso and Mr Nhiapo came as a surprise. 


Mr Mavuso, Transvaal MEC for community development 
and housing, said: “I haven't given the much 
thought. However, my attitude has all along been that I 
would not participate in bodies of an advisory nature.” 


Mr Nhlapo, also president of the municipal umbrella 
body the Urban Councils’ Association of South Africa 
(UCASA), said the NF would participate in negotiations 
on a future constitution, including the PC. 


“Representation in the PC is negotiable. But it is not our 
desire to participate in the PC unless our people want to 
be represented in it and unless we are elected to it.” 


Mr Boya, who has recently cut all ties with the NF, 
indignantly rejected the PC proposals, saying: “this 
government knows what we want. Why is there so much 
fuss when it comes to blacks? We want representation in 
the national body, and that is Parliament. Nothing short 
of that is acceptable.” 
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Chief Buthelezi said the PC was part of the tricameral 
Parliament and thus unacceptable. 


“I and the vast majority of black leaders will have 
nothing to do with it. 


“I will not even negotiate within the four corners of the 
present tricameral Parliamentary system for an alto- 
gether new system, let alone participate in the workings 
of the system to try and adapt it. 


“For me the tricameral system and the PC, which is part 
of it, is fatally flawed and I will do nothing to give any 
kind of credibility to either.” 


Chief Buthelezi, also Inkatha leader, said: ““My observa- 
tion is that any black leader who participated in either 
the tricameral system as an appointed Cabinet Minister 
or in the PC as an appointed member would be flying in 
the face of deeply-held mass opinion. 


“I do not know how many blacks the Government could 
persuade to enter the PC, but they would not be blacks 
with constituencies.” 
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[Editorial Report] 
SUNDAY STAR 


Greater Racial ‘Polarisation’ in RSA—“What has changed 
since Mandela stood trial is the level of polarisation of 
South Africa's peoples, the intensity of their emotions and 
the potential for violence,” notes Johannesburg SUNDAY 
STAR in English on 21 May in its page 10 editorial. No 
“rational person” who has followed Barend Strydom’s 
trial, the man convicted of 8 murders and 16 attempted 
murders after a killing spree in Pretoria, can “fail to 
shudder at the chasm of violence into which the actions of 
such a man could lead us.” “While the acts of Strydom are 
the antithesis of civilised values, the Palace of Justice 
remains a symbol of the civilising forces still at work in this 
society. But time is not on our side. If civilised values are 
to win the day, every South African has a duty to contrib- 
ute to their longevity, no matter what political views he or 
she holds.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Editorial Notes Racial Violence —Referring to the trial 
of Barend Strydom who murdered 8 black people and 
wounded 16 others in Pretoria, Johannesburg SUNDAY 
TIMES in English on 21 May in a page 18 editorial says: 
“There lies in the darkest and vilest corner of our society 
a world view that even questions others’ right to live 
because of their skin colour. We should not fool our- 
selves that the view is limited to only one person.” 
“Death squads operating against critics of the Govern- 
ment; revolutionaries without conscience who plant 
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bombs in public places; trade unionists who necklace 
scab workers; activists who assassinate ideological ene- 
mies; and members of large and nominally ‘moderate’ 
black political organisations who kill youthful radicals. 
Violence, the use of ‘direct action’, suffuses our society.” 
“South Africans demand that the leaders of the organi- 
sations from which these people spring pillory the mis- 
creants—openly, publicly and passionately. If they do 
not, they are guilty by association.” Call for Lifting of 

A second editorial on the same page says 
the lifting of the state of emergency “would be a step of 
tremendous symbolic importance for South Africa. It 
would clearly signal to the world that South Africa, 
facing an election and on the threshold of a new era of 
reform, has returned to a state of relative normality— 
relative, because as long as apartheid exists in any form 
it imposes abnormal constraints on society.” “No one 
wants to see a return to the dark days of street-corner 
necklacing and township anarchy, but indications are 
this would be a minimal risk. Hopefully the Government 
will take that risk, and firmly place the onus of main- 
taining law and order on the police and security forces 
using statutory legislation.” 


RAPPORT 


NP Mast Place More Trust in Supporters—Referring to 
a RAPPORT poll Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afri- 
kaans on 21 May in a page 26 editorial says 50 percent of 
the electoral vote in favor of the NP “is not a bad start to 
an election campaign. One wonders then why the NP 
finds it so difficult to propose its reform ideals without 
all sorts of conditions attached to them?” “If the NP is 
truly serious about reform then it should be clear about 
whether it should not place more trust in so many South 
Africans—who with proper and honest leadership—will 
be mature enough to realize that there will be no easy 
answers from now on. If the NP leadership is honest with 
its supporters, it will be that much easier for it to put its 
policies into practice after the election. Unfortunately, 
the opposite is also true.” 


THE CITIZEN 


State Unlikely To Lift Emergency—‘Lifting the emer- 
gency now might be seen as a weakness—and cost the 
National Party votes, particularly if there is a flare-up in 
unrest,” says the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English for 21 May. “The Minister of Law 
and Order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, told Parliament last week 
that the ANC, UDF, COSATU and other organisations 
would do everything in their power to disrupt the elec- 
tion because a peaceful and democratic election for 
5-million people did not fit in with their plans for South 
Africa. ‘Intimidation, threats and unrest will come as 
sure as we are sitting here,’ he said. On balance, we do 
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not think the government will lift the emergency. How- 
ever, this does not stop it from easing restrictions where 
possible, including curbs on the press.” 
THE STAR 

Editorial Views Possible British Labor Victory—‘‘The 
British Labour Party’s foreign policy plan just unveiled 
repeats much of its traditional detestation of apartheid,” 
points out Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 22 
May in a page 10 editorial. “Labour supports the ANC, 
will press for more sanctions and ‘do everything possible 
to help bring about a non-racial, democratic and united 
South Africa’... THE STAR nevertheless believes the 
prospects of a Labor Party victory “are still slim: Mrs 
Thatcher will have to make some serious blunders in the 
next two years to lose her huge majority, and she is too 
shrewd a politician not to read the signals. But a Kinnock 
victory is not impossible and so, yet again, time is not on 
Pretoria’s side.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Call To Lift State of Emergency—*As government con- 
siders the usual advice from the security chiefs to extend 
the emergency beyond June 9, it should be aware, 
perhaps, of the famous passage written by the Brazilian 
Communist, Carlos Marighela, in which he spells out 
how the state of emergency serves the revolution.” 
Marighela says, among other things, “ ‘the population 
will refuse to collaborate with the authorities, so that the 
latter will find the only solution to their problems lies in 
having recourse to the actual physical liquidation of their 
opponents. The political situation of the country will 
become a military situation..." South Africans can judge 
for themselves how far we have travelled along that road, 
and whether it is wise to delay any longer the decision to 
put security forces firmly back under the control of the 
judiciary.” Public Faith in Justice System Eroded— 
Editor Ken Owen writes on the same page: “Ever since 
the judges of the Supreme Court have taken to visiting 
detainees, the prisoners seem to have stopped killing 
themselves by slipping on bars of soap, or flinging 
themselves from high places, or falling on chairs. This 
curious phenomenon helps to explain why many South 
Africans retain faith in the higher levels of the judiciary, 
even when they are convinced that all other organs of 
government are ineffectual.” “The failure of the criminal 
justice system to protect prisoners, or at least to explain 
in convincing terms the astonishing sequence of deaths 
in detention that preceded personal supervision by the 
judges, has also done great damage at home. It has deeply 
eroded public faith in the entire justice system.” Owen 
believes “facts aren't worth much anymore. Murders 
committed at one end of the political spectrum are 
reported with passionate conviction; murders commit- 
ted at the other end of the spectrum are ignored. And 
since the criminal justice system is no longer likely to 
prove you wrong, you can blame any scapegoat who suits 
your political cause.” 
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